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Status of the Claims 

This applicant is a RCE filed on 3/6/2006 and the amendment filed on 
4/27/2006. Claims 1-39 are pending with claims 33-39 being newly presented. Claims 
1-20 and 33-39 are under examination and claims 21-31 remain withdrawn from 
consideration as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-20,32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Edwin et al (20020095205) in view of any of Ventura (2004/0044399), Burgermeister et 
al (20030069630), Gladdish, Jr. et al (20020193867), Edwin et al (6579314), Rivelli, Jr. 
et al (7037330), Bales, et al (6878162), Richter et al (6156052), Schnepp-Pesch et al 
(5707386) and further in view of any of Lombardi, et al (6203568),(2004001 15228), 
Hossainy et al (6635082) or Schaldach et al (20020103528). 

Edwin et al discloses a stent comprising a tubular framework having an outer 
surface and an inner surface and a plurality of interconnected struts, an outer covering 
of PTFE and an inner covering of PTFE, the outer covering extending along at least a 
portion of the outer surface of the expandable framework, the inner covering extending 
along at least a portion of the inner surface of the expandable framework, at least a 
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portion of the inner and outer coverings being contiguous, the stent further comprising 
at least one radiopaque marker disposed between the inner covering and the outer 
covering. See illustrations of figures 3-5 and corresponding supporting portions of the 
specification. While Edwin et al earlier patent US 6579314 illustrates one embodiment 
in which the serpentine bands including a linear connector strut attaching a peak of one 
band to a trough of another. (See figure 1 1 ). 



Such configurations are well known in the prior art as shown by any of Rivelli, 
Jr. et al (7037330), Bales, et al (6878162), Richter et al (6156052) and Schnepp-Pesch 
et al (5707386). Moreover, Edwin does not disclose the particulars of the connector 
strut having at least one marker, however each of Ventura (2004/0044399), 
Burgermeister et al (20030069630) and Gladdish, Jr. et al (20020193867) illustrate 
markers disposed on or in the connector strut. To place markers at the location of the 
connector strut would have been an obvious equivalence from the teachings of any of 
Ventura (2004/0044399), Burgermeister et al (20030069630) and Gladdish, Jr. et al 




62 



FIG. 11 
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(20020193867) based on design and engineering consideration. Moreover, conversely, 
to provide an inner and outer covering of ePTFE to the serpentine frame of any of 
Rivelli, Jr. et al (7037330), Bales, et al (6878162), Richter et al (6156052), Schnepp- 
Pesch et al (5707386), Ventura (2004/0044399), Burgermeister et al (20030069630) 
and Gladdish, Jr. et al (20020193867) to provide better compatibility and tissue 
response would have been obvious from the teachings of Edwin et al. 

Claims 2,3,4,7,9,10-13,20,32 see figures 3-5 and specification, paragraphs 
[0021-0027]. 

With respect to claims 5,6,8, the various methods for placing the markers in the 
stent system is taught by each of Lomabardi, et al, Hossainy, et al and Schaldach et al. 
The marker (band) may be attached to the framework by crimping, embedding and/or 
coating a portion of the stent framework. The references teach various placements of 
the radiopaque marker including near or adjacent an uncovered region of the stent. To 
apply the marker to the stent via crimping, embedding and/or coating would have been 
obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art based upon engineering and design 
considerations. 

Claims 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Edwin et al (20020095205) in view of any of Ventura (2004/0044399), 
Burgermeister et al (20030069630), Gladdish, Jr. et al (20020193867), Edwin et al 
(6579314), Rivelli, Jr. et al (7037330), Bales, et al (6878162), Richter et al (6156052), 
Schnepp-Pesch et al (5707386) and any of Lombardi, et al (6203568),(2004001 15228), 
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Hossainy et al (6635082) or Schaldach et al (20020103528) further in view of Nolting et 
al (6488701). 

The use of stents for correcting cerebral vasculature is taught by Nolting, et al. If 
not inherent in Edwin et al to employ a stent to correct aneurysm would have been 
obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art based on medical considerations. 

Claims 16-19, see various embodiments as illustrated by any of Ventura 
(2004/0044399), Burgermeister et al (20030069630, Gladdish, Jr. et al (20020193867), 
Lomabardi, et al, Hossainy, et al and Schaldach et al. 

Clais 34-39, see Edwin et al (6579314) for the coating of the ePTFE with respect 
to the framework. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Applicant's amendment directed to 
placing the marker on the connector strut in a tubular framework having a linear 
connector for connecting adjacent peaks and troughs of serpentine bands necessitated 
new grounds of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID J. ISABELLA whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4749. The examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY-FRIDAY. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, CORRINE MCDERMOTT can be reached on 571-272-4754. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 
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